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M
y

nam
e

is
L

inda
Schroyer

and
I

have
lived

in
C

hicago
since

the
1970s.

I
have

seen
m

any
changes

and
have

w
atched

in
aw

e
at

the
w

onders
that

the
C

ity
of

C
hicago

is
able

to
perform

.
I

am
proud

to
be

a
C

hicago
citizen,

and
w

ould
like

to
contribute

to
the

future
ofthis

great
C

ity
by

addressing
a

grow
ing

problem
.

A
s

an
avid

scuba
diver,

Iam
especially

aw
are

ofthe
w

aters
in

and
around

C
hicago

w
ith

their
rhythm

ic
changes

through
the

seasons
and

decades.
T

here
have

been
high

points
and

low
points

w
ith

the
w

aters
of

C
hicago,

and
I

believe
w

e
need

to
learn

from
its

history
to

m
ake

it
cleaner

in
the

future.
W

hile
the

‘zebra
m

ussel”
phase

of
L

ake
M

ichigan
I

am
sure

is
a

sore
subject

from
the

A
dm

inistration
point

ofview
,

from
a

diver’s
point

ofview
it

w
as

a
w

onderful
high

point.
T

he
zebra

m
ussels

certainly
cleaned

up
L

ake
M

ichigan.
Suddenly,

w
e

could
see

for
m

iles
dow

n
there!

W
e

found
new

w
recked

planes
to

dive,
enjoyed

crayfish
races

and
investigated

new
territory

w
e

w
ould

never
have

been
able

to
discover

had
L

ake
M

ichigan
stayed

in
its

m
urky,

low
visibility

state.

I
think

the
C

hicago
R

iver
w

ould
benefit

from
the

zebra
m

ussels.
N

ow
that

w
e

know
w

hat
the

problem
s

are
w

ith
them

,
w

e
can

create
a

structured
strategy

using
them

to
our

benefit
that

w
ill

be
low

cost
and

high
R

O
l.

Placing
the

zebra
m

ussels
in

specially
built

containers
for

their
colonies

to
m

ultiply
in,

w
e

can
put

these
containers

exactly
w

here
w

e
need

the
zebra

m
ussels

to
clean

up
the

w
ater

and
m

ove
them

from
site

to
site

along
the

R
iver.

T
his

w
ould

accom
plish

our
goal

of
cleaning

up
the

C
hicago

R
iver

probably
w

ithin
a

year
-the

trick
is

to
sim

ply
m

ake
the

zebra
m

ussels
part

ofthe
solution

and
not

the
problem

.
T

here
are

several
groups

w
hich

can
be

tapped
to

assist
in

the
m

aintenance
and

m
onitoring

ofthe
zebra

m
ussels

-
T

he
Sierra

C
lub

and
Friends

ofthe
C

hicago
R

iver,
to

nam
e

a
few

.
I

w
ould

love
to

offer
m

y
services

as
w

ell.
Please

contact
m

e
should

you
w

ant
to

discuss
this

m
atter

further.

T
hank

you.
/

L
inda

Schroyer
839

South
L

aflin
Street

/

C
hicago,

Illinois
60607

312-243-7828



Z
eb

ra
m

ussel
T

he
zeb

ra
m

ussel,
D

reissena
polym

orpha.
is

a
sm

all
freshw

ater
m

ussel.
T

his
species

w
as

originally
native

to
the

lakes
of

southeast
R

ussiaW
being

first
described

in
1769

by
a

G
erm

an
zoologist

Peter
Sim

on
Pallas

in
the

V
olga

and
D

nieper
rivers.

T
hey

are
still

found
nearby,

as
Pontic

(B
lack

Sea)
and

C
aspian

(C
aspian

Sea)
sp

ecies.
H

ow
ever,

ithas
been

accidentally
introduced

in
m

any
other

areas,
and

has
becom

e
an

invasive
species

in
m

any
different

countries
w

orldw
ide.

Z
ebra

m
ussels

superficially
resem

ble
m

arine
m

ussels
in

the
fam

ily
M

ytilidae,
and

like
them

,
are

attached
to

solid
substrates

w
ith

a
byssus.

H
ow

ever,
zebra

m
ussels

are
not

at
all

closely
related

to
the

m
ytilids;

they
are

m
uch

m
ore

closely
related

to
the

V
eneridae,

the
V

enus
clam

s.

Z
ebra

m
ussels

get
their

nam
e

from
a

striped
pattern

w
hich

is
com

m
only

seen
on

their
shells,

though
not

all
shells

bear
this

pattern.
T

hey
are

usually
about the

size
of

a
fingernail,

but
can

grow
to

a
m

axim
um

length
ofnearly

2
in

(5.1
c
m

).
T

he
shape

ofthe
shell

is
also

som
ew

hat
variable.

Z
ebra

m
ussels

and
other

non-native
species

are
credited

w
ith

the
increased

population
and

size
of

sm
ailm

outh
bass

in
L

ake
E

r
ie

and
yellow

perch
in

L
ake

St.
C

la
ir.

T
hey

cleanse
the

w
aters

ofinland
lakes,

resulting
in

increased
sunlight

penetration
and

grow
th

of
native

algae
at

greater
depths.

T
his

cleansing
also

increases
w

ater
visibility

and
filters

out
pollutants.

E
ach

quagga
and

zebra
m

ussel
filters

about
1

U
S

quart
(0.95

1)
of w

ater
a

day
w

hen
confined

to
sm

all
ta

n
k

s
.

In
lakes, their

filtering
effects

are
usually

spatially
restricted

(near
the

lake
bottom

)
due

to
n

o
n

hom
ogeneous

w
ater

colum
n

m
ixing.

R
ecent

research
has

found
that

zebra
m

ussels
don’t

attach
to

cupronickel
alloys

(60%
copper

and
40%

nickel)
w

hich
can

be
used

to
coat

intake
and

discharge
grates,

navigational
buoys,

boats,
m

otors
and

so
on,

w
here

the
species

tend
to

co
n

g
reg

ate.
1

1

A
natom

y

Z
ebra

m
ussels

are
relatively

sm
all,

w
ith

adults
ranging

from
0.25

to
1.5

in
(0.63

to
3.8

cm
)

lo
n
g
.

T
hey

have
tiny

stripes
dow

n
their

shells.
Z

ebra
M

ussels
have

a
D

-shaped
shell.

T
hey

attach
to

things
w

ith
‘strings’,

byssal
threads,

w
hich

com
e

out
of

their
um

bo
on

the
dorsal

(hinged)
side.

R
em

oval
ofthe

m
ussel

is
therefore

difficult.

D
raw

ing
of

zebra
m

ussel,
show

ing
the

byssus



E
cology

T
hree

color
varieties

ofthe
shell

of
the

zebra
m

ussel

C
lose-up

of
a

typical
shell

of
a

zebra
m

ussel

Z
ebra

m
ussels

and
the

closely
related

and
ecologically

sim
ilar

guagga
m

ussels
are

filter-feeding
organism

s.
T

hey
rem

ove
particles

from
the

w
ater

colum
n.

Som
e

particles
are

consum
ed

as
and

feces
are

deposited
on

the
lake

floor.
N

on-food
particles

are
com

bined
w

ith
m

ucus
and

other
m

atter
and

deposited
on

lake
floors

as
pseudofeces.

L
ake

floor
food

supplies
are

enriched
by

zebra
m

ussels
as

they
filter

pollution
out

ofthe
w

ater.
T

his
biom

ass
becom

es
available

to
bottom

feeding
species

and
to

the
fish

that
feed

on
them

.W
T

he
catch

of
yellow

perch
increased

5
fold

after
the

introduction
of

zebra
m

ussels
into

L
ake

St.
C

la
ir.

Z
ebra

m
ussels

attach
to

m
ost

substrates
including

sand,
silt,

and
harder

substrates.
O

ther
m

ussel
species

frequently
representthe

m
ost

stable
objects

in
silty

substrates,
and

zebra
m

ussels
attach

to,
and

often
kill

these
m

u
sselsJ”°°

needed]
T

his
has

elim
inated

m
any

native
m

ussel
species

from
affected

lakes
in

N
orth

A
m

erica.
[C

h
t0

0
0
0

needed]
T

his
pattern

is
being

repeated
in

Ireland
w

here
zebra

m
ussels

have
elim

inated
the

tw
o

freshw
ater

m
ussels

from
several

w
aterw

ays,
including

som
e

lakes
along

the
R

iver
S

h
an

n
o

n
.”°”

iieededl

L
ife

cycle

T
he

life
span

of
a

zebra
m

ussel
is

four
to

five
y

earsP
A

fem
ale

zebra
m

ussel
begins

to
reproduce

w
ithin

6-7
w

eeks
of

settling.
(see

B
orcherding,

J.
(1991):

T
he

annual
reproductive

cycle
of the

freshw
ater

m
ussel

D
reissena

polym
orpha

Pallas
in

lakes.
O

ecologia
87:

208-2
18)

O
ecologia

87:208-218.
In

term
s

of reproduction,
zebra

m
ussels

are
am

ong
the

m
ost

prolific
ofall

anim
als.

A
n

adult
fem

ale
zebra

m
ussel

m
ay

produce
betw

een
30,000

and
one

m
illion

eggs
per

y
e
a
r
.
J
0
t

specd]c
enough

to
Spaw

ning
usually

begins
in

the
m

onths
from

late
spring

to
early

sum
m

er
by

free-sw
im

m
ing

larvae
(veligers),

w
hich

are
m

icroscopic
in

size,
thus

invisible
to

the
naked

hum
an

eye.
A

bout
tw

o
to

five
percent

of
zebra

m
ussels

reach
adulthood.

P
red

ato
rs



T
here

are
a

num
ber

ofnatural
predators

of
zebra

m
ussel.

Z
ebra

m
ussels

have
high

nutritional
value

(W
alz,

1
9
7
9

1
n

b
1

sp
ecjic

enough
to1

)
and

are
consum

ed
in

large
quantities

by
crayfish,

w
aterfow

l
and

in
sm

aller
quantities

by
m

uskrats.

C
rayfish

could
have

a
significant

im
pact

on
the

densities
of

1
to

5
m

m
long

zebra
m

ussels.
A

n
adult

crayfish
consum

es
an

average
of

nearly
105

zebra
m

ussels
every

day,
or

about
6000

m
ussels

in
a

season.
P

redation
rates

are
significantly

reduced
at

cooler
w

ater
tem

peratures.

Several
species

of
fish

consum
e

zebra
m

ussels.
O

fthese,
roach

seem
s

to
have

the
m

ost
significant

im
pact

on
m

ussel
densities.

In
som

e
Polish

lakes
the

diet
ofthe

roach
consists

alm
ost

exclusively
(9

5
%

)
o
f

zebra
m

ussels
(Stanczykow

ska,
1
9
5

7
[
h
1
0
t

ic
e
n
o

u
g
h

/0
Y

S
L

IIJ
)

D
espite

all
this,

it
seem

s
that

fish
do

not
lim

it the
densities

ofzebra
m

ussels
in

E
uropean

lakes.
Sm

allm
outh

bass
are

a
predator

in
the

zebra
m

ussels’
adopted

N
orth

A
m

erican
G

reat
L

akes
h
a
b

ita
t.

A
s

an
invasive

species

Sign
advising

boaters
on

how
to

prevent
zebra

m
ussel

spread
on

T
iticus

R
eservoir

in
N

orth
Salem

,N
ew

Y
ork

T
he

native
distribution

ofthe
species

is
in

the
B

lack
Sea

and
C

aspian
Sea

in
E

urasia.
Z

ebra
m

ussels
have

becom
e

an
invasive

species
in

N
orth

A
m

erica,
G

reat
B

ritain,
Ireland,

iiy
,

Spain,
and

Sw
eden.

T
hey

disrupt
the

ecosystem
s

by
m

onotypic
colonization,

and
dam

age
harbors

and
w

aterw
ays,

ships
and

boats,
and

w
ater

treatm
ent

and
pow

er
plants.

W
ater

treatm
ent

plants
are

m
ost

im
pacted

because
the

w
ater

intakes
bring

the
m

icroscopic
free-sw

im
m

ing
larvae

directly
into

the
facilities.

G
rossinger

reported
it

in
H

ungary
in

1794.
K

erney
and

M
orton

described
the

rapid
colonization

ofB
ritain

by
the

zebra
m

ussel,
first

in
C

am
bridgeshire

in
the

1820s,
L

ondon
in

1824,
and

in
the

U
nion

C
anal

near
E

dinburgh
in

I8
3
4
*

In
1827

zebra
m

ussels
w

ere
seen

in
the

N
etherlands

at
R

otterdam
.

C
anals

that
artificially

link
m

any
E

uropean
w

aterw
ays

facilitated
their

early
dispersal.

It
is

non-indigenous
in

the
C

zech
R

epublic
in

E
lbe

river
in

B
ohem

ia
since

l893;h1
in

southern
M

oravia
is

probably
n
a
tiv

e
.

A
round

1920
the

m
ussels

reached
L

ake
M

älaren
in

Sw
eden.



T
he

first
Italian

appearance
of

the
organism

w
as

in
northern

I
f
i

in
L

ake
G

arda
in

1
9
7

3
;”

in
central

Italy
they

appeared
in

T
uscany

in
2003

Z
ebra

m
ussels

are
also

present
in

C
ardiff

B
ay

in
W

ales,
in

great
quantities.

T
he

local
governm

ent
is

very
concerned

about
how

easily
they

have
spread

to
other

freshw
ater

bodies
in

W
ales

and
it

is
believed

thatthe
spread

w
ill

continue.

N
o

rth
A

m
erican

in
v

asio
n

In
the

U
.S.

and
C

anada,
they

w
ere

first
detected

in
the

G
reat

L
akes

in
1988,

in
L

ake
St.

C
lair,

located
betw

een
D

etroit.
M

ichigan,
and

W
indsor.

O
n

ta
rio

.
It

is
believed

they
w

ere
inadvertently

introduced
into

the
lakes

in
the

ballast
w

ater
of

ocean-going
ships

traversing
the

$..
L

aw
rence

Seaw
ay.

A
nother

possible
often

neglected
m

ode
of

introduction
is

on
anchors

and
chains,

although
this

has
not

been
proven.

Since
adult

zebra
m

ussels
can

survive
out

ofw
ater

for
several

days
or

w
eeks

ifthe
tem

perature
is

low
and

hum
idity

is
high,

chain
lockers

provide
tem

porary
refuge

for
clusters

of
adult

m
ussels

that
could

easily
be

released
w

hen
transoceanic

ships
drop

anchor
in

freshw
ater

ports.
T

hey
have

becom
e

an
invasive

species
in

N
orth

A
m

erica,
and

as
such

they
are

the
target

of
Federal

policy
to

control
them

,
for

instance
in

the
N

ational
Invasive

Species
A

ct
(1996).

B
y

L
ocation

From
their

first
appearance

in
A

m
erican

w
aters

in
1988,

zebra
m

ussels
have

spread
to

a
large

num
ber

of
w

aterw
ays,

including
L

ake
Sim

coe
the

G
reat

L
akes

region
and

the
M

ississippi,
H

udson,
St.

L
aw

rence,
O

hio,
C

um
berland,

M
issouri,

T
ennessee,

C
olorado,

and
A

rkansas
R

ivers.
T

oday
the

invasion
continues,

for
instance

in
2009,

T
he

M
assachusetts

D
epartm

ent
of

C
onservation

and
R

ecreation
confirm

ed
that

zebra
m

ussels
had

been
found

in
L

aurel
L

ake
in

the
B

erkshires.U
T

hat
sam

e
year

the
M

innesota
D

epartm
ent

ofN
atural

R
esources

announced
that

live
zebra

m
ussels

have
been

found
in

Pelican
L

ake,
M

innesota.
T

his
w

as
the

first
confirm

ed
sighting

in
the

R
ed

R
iver

B
asin,

w
hich

extends
across

the
international

border
into

the
province

ofM
a
n

ito
b

a
.

In
July,

2010,
the

N
orth

D
akota

G
am

e
and

F
ish

D
epartm

ent
confirm

ed
the

presence
of

zebra
m

ussel
veliger

in
the

R
ed

R
iver

betw
een

W
ahpeton,

N
.D

.
and

B
reckenridge,

M
in

n
e
so

ta
.

A
s

recently
as

2010
C

alifornia
sim

ilarly
reported

in
v

a
sio

n
s.

A
com

m
on

inference
m

ade
by

scientists
predicts

thatthe
zebra

m
ussel

w
ill

continue
spreading

passively,
by

ship
and

by
pleasure

craft,
to

m
ore

rivers
in

N
orth

A
m

erica.
T

railered
boat

traffic
is

the
m

ost
likely

vector
for

invasion
into

W
estern

N
orth

A
m

erica.
T

his
spread

is
preventable

if
boaters

thoroughly
clean

and
dry

their
boats

and
associated

equipm
ent

before
transporting

them
to

new
bodies

ofw
ater.

Since
no

N
orth

A
m

erican
predator

or
com

bination
ofpredators

has
been

show
n

to
significantly

reduce
zebra

m
ussel

n
u

m
b

e
r
s
,”

°
’
°
’

needed]
such

spread
w

ould
m

ost
likely

result
in

perm
anent

establishm
ent

of
zebra

m
ussels

in
m

any
N

orth
A

m
erican

w
aterw

ays.

C
ost

T
he

cost
of

fighting
the

pests
at

pow
er

plants
and

other
w

ater-consum
ing

facilities
is

substantial,
butthe

exact
m

agnitude
ofthe

dam
age

is
a

m
atter

of
som

e
controversy.

A
ccording

to
the

C
enter

for
Invasive

Species
R

esearch
at

the
U

niversity
of

C
alifornia.

R
iv

e
rsid

e
,

1
1

the
cost

of
m

anagem
ent

of
Z

ebra
m

ussel
in

the
G

reat
L

akes
alone

exceeds
$500

m
illion

a
year.

A
m

ore
conservative

study
estim

ated
total

econom
ic

costs
of

$267
m

illion
for

electric
generation

and
w

ater
treatm

ent
facilities

in
the

entire
U

nited
States

from
1989

through
2
0
0

4
.



E
ffects

o
f
zeb

ra
m

ussels

Z
ebra

m
ussel

infestation
on

the
w

alls
I
-

ofA
rthur

V
.

O
rm

ond
L

ock
on

the
A

rkansas
R

iver

Z
ebra

m
ussel-encrusted

V
ector

A
veraging

C
urrent

M
eter

from
L

ake
M

ichigan

Z
ebra

m
ussels

are
filter

feeders.
W

hen
in

the
w

ater,
they

open
their

shells
to

adm
it

detritus.

Z
ebra

m
ussels

are
a

great
nuisance

to
people.

Since
colonization

of
the

G
reat

L
akes,they

have
covered

the
undersides

of
docks,

boats,
and

anchors.
T

hey
have

also
spread

into
stream

s
and

rivers
nationw

ide.
In

som
e

areas
they
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clogging
w

ater
intakes

ofm
unicipal

w
ater

supplies
and

hydroelectric
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s

a
supporter

of
A
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erican
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ivers,

Iam
w

riting
to

ask
you

to
kill

the
p

ath
o

g
en

s
that

are
contained

in
the

sew
ag

e
released

into
the

C
hicago

R
iver

every
day.

D
irectly

connected
to

the
toilets

of
C

ook
C

ounty,
m

ore
than

70
p

ercen
t

of
the

w
ater

in
the
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is

from
M

W
R

D
plants,

and
w

hile
it

receives
b
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treatm

ent,
p
ath

o
g
en

s
rem

ain
from

hum
an

sew
ag

e
that

can
harm

the
th

o
u
san

d
s

of
people

w
ho

u
se

the
river.

T
h
ese

m
icroorganism

s
are

of
particular

concern
for

so
m

e
special

populations,
like

kids,
w

ho
have

a
higher

risk
of

contracting
a

w
aterborne

illness
and

have
no

w
ay

of
know

ing
w

hat
is

in
the

w
ater.

D
ue

to
this

pollution
concern,

A
m

erican
R
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has

nam
ed

the
C
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R

iver
one

of
A

m
ericas

M
ost

E
n

d
an

g
ered
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iversT

M
of

2011.
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as

b
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m
e

a
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com
m

unity
reso

u
rce
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ith

all
kinds

of
w

ildlife,
new

riverfront
parks,

residential
com

m
unities,

restau
ran

ts,
and

b
u

sin
esses

that
are

d
ep

en
d
en

t
on

a
healthy

river.
A

s
a

region
w

e
have

sp
en

t
billions

of
dollars

to
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up
the

river,
but
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e
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not

finished
the

job.
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s

you
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,
the

U
.S

.
E

P
A

has
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P

A
that

they
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that
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the
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w
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how

w
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ent
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ed
to
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the
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R

ivers
has

nam
ed

the
C

hicago
R

iver
one

of
A

m
erica’s

M
ost

E
n

d
an

g
ered

R
iversT

M
of

2011.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
b
eco

m
e

a
true

com
m

unity
reso

u
rce

w
ith

all
kinds

of
w

ildlife,
new

riverfront
parks,

residential
com

m
unities,

restau
ran

ts,
and

b
u

sin
esses

that
are

d
ep

en
d
en

t
on

a
healthy

river.
A

s
a

region
w

e
have

sp
en

t
billions

of
dollars

to
clean

up
the

river,
but

w
e

have
not

finished
the

job.

A
s

you
know

,
the

U
.S

.
E

P
A

has
recently

notified
Illinois

E
P

A
that

they
m

ust
en

act
stricter

regulations
that

protect
the

public
from

the
polluted

w
ater

of
the

C
hicago

R
iver.

Ireq
u
est

that
you

proactively
take

step
s

to
tackle

the
issu

e
of

disinfection
to

protect
the

citizens
of

C
hicago.

T
he

C
lean

W
ater

A
ct

requires
that

w
e

continually
im

prove
our

w
aterw

ays
to

the
g
reatest

extent
possible.

T
he

law
clearly

states
that

w
e

need
to

keep
trying

until
w

e
get

it
right.

T
he

Illinois
E

PA
,

and
now

the
U

.S.
E

PA
,

have
recognized

that
it

is
tim

e
to

im
prove

our
w

ater
quality

and
establish

new
stan

d
ard

s
for

how
w

e
treat

the
river.

W
e

support
the

national
and

state
E

P
A

,
and

call
on

you
to

take
responsibility

for
cleaning

up
the

sew
ag

e
effluent

in
C

hicago’s
w

ater.

P
lease

begin
w

ork
im

m
ediately

to
im

plem
ent

the
ch

an
g
es

n
eed

ed
to

begin
disinfection

of
the

w
ater

d
estin

ed
for

the
C

hicago
R

iver.

T
hank

you
for

considering
m

y
request.

S
incerely,

S
incerely,

M
r.

W
illiam

G
G

onzalez
200

D
ashew

D
r

A
pt

A
15

A
irm

ont,
N

Y
10901-4289



[(7/21/2011)
John

T
herriault

-
P

rotect
C

hicago
R

iver
from

D
irty

S
ew

age
P

ag
e

1

F
rom

:
M

ichael
B

ailey
<

m
ichaelebailey@

cox.net>
T

o:
<

therriaj@
ipcb.state.il.us>

D
ate:

7/20/2011
1

:1
8

P
M

S
u

b
ject:

P
rotect

ch
icag

o
R

iver
from

D
irty

S
ew

age

John
T

herriault
I

100
W

est
R

andolph
S

t.,
S

te
11-500

C
hicago,

IL
60601

D
ear

M
r.

T
herriault,

A
s

a
supporter

of
A

m
erican

R
ivers,

Iam
w

riting
to

ask
you

to
kill

the
p
ath

o
g
en

s
that

are
contained

in
the

sew
ag

e
released

into
the

ch
icag

o
R

iver
every

day.

D
irectly

connected
to

the
toilets

of
co

o
k

C
ounty,

m
ore

than
70

p
ercen

t
of

the
w

ater
in

the
river

is
from

M
W

R
D

plants,
and

w
hile

it
receives

b
asic

treatm
ent,

p
ath

o
g

en
s

rem
ain

from
hum

an
sew

ag
e

that
can

harm
the

th
o
u
san

d
s

of
people

w
ho

u
se

the
river.

T
h

ese
m

icroorganism
s

are
of

particular
concern

for
so

m
e

special
populations,

like
kids,

w
ho

have
a

higher
risk

of
contracting

a
w

aterb
o

rn
e

illness
and

have
no

w
ay

of
know

ing
w

hat
is

in
the

w
ater.

D
ue

to
this

pollution
concern,

A
m

erican
R

ivers
has

nam
ed

the
C

hicago
R

iver
one

of
A

m
erica’s

M
ost

E
n
d
an

g
ered

R
iversT

M
of

2011.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
b
eco

m
e

a
true

com
m

unity
reso

u
rce

w
ith

all
kinds

of
w

ildlife,
new

riverfront
parks,

residential
com

m
unities,

restau
ran

ts,
and

b
u
sin

esses
that

are
d

ep
en

d
en

t
on

a
healthy

river.
A

s
a

region
w

e
have

sp
en

t
billions

of
dollars

to
clean

up
the

river,
but

w
e

have
not

finished
the

job.

A
s

you
know

,
the

U
.S.

E
P

A
has

recently
notified

Illinois
E

P
A

that
they

m
ust

en
act

stricter
regulations

that
protect

the
public

from
the

polluted
w

ater
of

the
C

hicago
R

iver.
I

req
u
est

that
you

proactively
take

step
s

to
tackle

the
issu

e
of

disinfection
to

protect
the

citizens
of

C
hicago.

T
he

C
lean

W
ater

A
ct

requires
that

w
e

continually
im

prove
our

w
aterw

ays
to

the
g
reatest

extent
possible.

T
he

law
clearly

states
that

w
e

need
to

keep
trying

until
w

e
get

it
right.

T
he

Illinois
E

PA
,

and
now

the
U

.S
.

E
PA

,
have

recognized
that

it
is

tim
e

to
im

prove
our

w
ater

quality
and

establish
new

stan
d
ard

s
for

how
w

e
treat

the
river.

W
e

support
the

national
and

state
E

PA
,

and
call

on
you

to
tak

e
responsibility

for
cleaning

up
the

sew
ag

e
effluent

in
C

hicago’s
w

ater.

P
lease

begin
w

ork
im

m
ediately

to
im

plem
ent

th
e

ch
an

g
es

n
eed

ed
to

begin
disinfection

of
the

w
ater

d
estin

ed
for

th
e

C
hicago

R
iver.

T
hank

you
for

considering
m

y
request.

S
incerely,

S
incerely,

M
r.

M
ichael

B
ailey

25801
M

arguerite
Pkw

y
A

pt
103

M
ission

V
iejo,

C
A

92692-3
144



1(7/21/2011)
John

T
herriault-

P
rotect

C
hicago

R
iver

from
D

irty
S

ew
age

F
rom

:
K

aren
N

aim
an

<
klnaim

an@
earthlink.net>

T
o:

<
therriaj@

ipcb.state.il.us>
D

ate:
7/20/2011

2:49
PM

S
u
b
ject:

P
rotect

ch
icag

o
R

iver
from

D
irty

S
ew

ag
e

Jul
20,

2011

M
r.

John
T

herriault
100

W
estR

an
d

o
lp

h
S

t.,
S

te
1
1
5
0
0

D
ear

M
r.

T
herriault,

A
s

a
supporter

of
A

m
erican

R
ivers,

Iam
w

riting
to

ask
you

to
kill

the
p

ath
o

g
en

s
that

are
contained

in
the

sew
ag

e
released

into
the

C
hicago

R
iver

every
day.

D
irectly

co
n
n
ected

to
the

toilets
of

C
ook

C
ounty,

m
ore

than
70

percent
of

the
w

ater
in

the
river

is
from

M
W

R
D

plants,
and

w
hile

it
receives

basic
treatm

ent,
p

ath
o

g
en

s
rem

ain
from

hum
an

sew
ag

e
that

can
harm

the
th

o
u
san

d
s

of
people

w
ho

use
the

river.
T

h
ese

m
icroorganism

s
are

of
particular

concern
for

so
m

e
special

populations,
like

kids,
w

ho
have

a
higher

risk
of

contracting
a

w
aterborne

illness
and

have
no

w
ay

of
know

ing
w

hat
is

in
the

w
ater.

D
ue

to
this

pollution
concern,

A
m

erican
R

ivers
has

nam
ed

the
C

hicago
R

iver
one

of
A

m
erica’s

M
ost

E
n

d
an

g
ered

R
iversT

M
of

2011.

T
he

C
hicago

R
iver

has
b

eco
m

e
a

true
com

m
unity

reso
u

rce
w

ith
all

kinds
of

w
ildlife,

new
riverfront

parks,
residential

com
m

unities,
restau

ran
ts,

and
b
u
sin

esses
that

are
d
ep

en
d
en

t
on

a
healthy

river.
A

s
a

region
w

e
have

sp
en

t
billions

of
dollars

to
clean

up
the

river,
but

w
e

have
not

finished
the

job.

A
s

you
know

,
the

U
.S

.
E

P
A

has
recently

notified
Illinois

E
P

A
that

they
m

ust
en

act
stricter

regulations
that

protect
the

public
from

the
polluted

w
ater

of
the

C
hicago

R
iver.

Ireq
u
est

that
you

proactively
take

step
s

to
tackle

the
issue

of
disinfection

to
protect

the
citizens

of
C

hicago.

T
he

C
lean

W
ater

A
ct

requires
that

w
e

continually
im

prove
our

w
aterw

ays
to

the
g
reatest

extent
possible.

T
he

law
clearly

states
that

w
e

need
to

keep
trying

until
w

e
get

it
right.

T
he

Illinois
E

P
A

,
and

now
the

U
.S.

E
PA

,
have

recognized
that

it
is

tim
e

to
im

prove
our

w
ater

quality
and

establish
new

stan
d
ard

s
for

how
w

e
treat

the
river.

W
e

support
the

national
and

state
E

PA
,

and
call

on
you

to
tak

e
responsibility

for
cleaning

up
the

sew
ag

e
effluent

in
C

hicago’s
w

ater.

P
lease

begin
w

ork
im

m
ediately

to
im

plem
ent

the
ch

an
g
es

n
eed

ed
to

begin
disinfection

of
the

w
ater

d
estin

ed
for

the
C

hicago
R

iver.

T
hank

you
for

considering
m

y
request.

S
incerely,

S
incerely,

M
s.

K
aren

N
aim

an
P

C
B

ox
221564

D
enver,

C
C

80222-1015


